[Capnography. A new monitoring method may improve patient safety during anesthesia and in the recovery room].
This review describes the diagnostic possibilities of capnography: the graphic presentation of carbon dioxide concentrations in respiratory gas during the entire respiratory cyclus. The monitoring may confirm that the tube used for intubating the patient's trachea is positioned in the patient's airway, and indicates dysfunction of the tube or of the ventilator. Capnography can also rapidly provide important information about a patient's ventilation, circulation and metabolism. This may improve patient safety during anaesthesia and in the intensive care unit. Patients without artificial airways may also be monitored by capnography. The method may reduce the number of arterial blood gases required to check the degree of ventilation.